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FDR’s Sons in Furious Family Feud 


By Jack Anderson 

Until a few months ago, the 
sons of the late President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt used to 
greet one another with an affec- 
tionate brotherly kiss on the 
cheek. Now they are engaged in 
a furious family feud. 

It began with the publication 
of Elliott’s book, “The Untold 
Story: the Roosevelts of Hyde 
Park,” which opened the family 
closets too wide to suit his 
brothers. 

Franklin Jr. contacted broth- 
ers James and John, quoted the 
Fourth Commandment (“Honor 
thy father and thy mother”) to 
them, and persuaded them to 
join him in a public statement 
disassociating themselves from 
the book. 

They felt Elliott bad been 
driven by financial troubles to 
sell out the family for the book 
royalties. “I have bailed Elliott 
out of one business deal after 
another,? an exasperated 
Franklin told us. "I’ve just writ- 
ten it all off.” 

James felt Franklin’s biblical 
admonition was a bit pious but 
agreed about Elliott’s motives. 
‘Elliott has borrowed money,*' 
said James, “from every mem- 
ber of the family, including his 
own children, and has made lit- 
tle effort to pay it back.” 
Nevertheless, James sent El- 
liott a friendly note, explaining 
he had disassociated himself 
from the book's contents but did 
not question Elliott’s right to 
publish whatever he wished. 


Not long afterward, the word 
spread throughout the family 
that Sen. Henry M. Jackson CD- 
Wash.) was investigating allega- 
tions that Elliott was involved 
with a stock-swindling ring. The 
first report came from Franklin, 
a coincidence which led Elliott 
to believe Franklin had stimu- 
lated the investigation. 
(Actually, Jackson had called 
Franklin in an attempt to locate 
Elliott and question him pri-l 
vately about the charges.) 

An angry Elliott told us hts 
brother Franklin, speaking of 
the Senate investigation, had 
said: “I hope they bury him.” 
Franklin denied making the 
remark. “There’s no question,”) 
he said, “that I didn’t like the! 
book Elliott wrote, but he is still 
my brother.” 

Then out of the blue, a flim- 
flam artist and convicted securi- 
ties thief named Louis Mastri- 
ana told senators that Elliott 
Roosevelt and a Haitian casino 
operator had offered him money 
to assassinate Bahamian Prime 
Minister Lynden O. Pindling. 
“They offered me $100,000 to 
whack him,” testified Mastri- 
na. 

All the Roosevelt brothers 
agreed that EUiott, though per- 
haps gullible enough to associ- 
ate with stock swindlers, is no 
murderer. But Elliott, still furi- 
ous at Franklin, told us: “It was 
Franklin Jr., who sent Mas tri- 
ana to see me in the first place.” , 
Dismayed, Franklin responded: | 


-> J . 

“I never heard of Mastriana be- 
fore he testified.” 

James is now trying to patch 
things up between the famous 
brothers. He persuaded a 
friend, attorney William Nem- 
eth, to help Elliott with his Sen- 
ate troubles. 

“Elliott had the best war re- 
cord of any of us,” James told us. 
“He may be gullible, but he is 
basically a decent guy.” 


